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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. Alm Ata [3°North TPRast/ in the Kasakh Bepublic of the Soviet Unfon was
* tiwn of appraximstely fuar kumired thussaad gepulation in 19%3. Many
Yoruger . had poured into the town daring World War IT. Sepenty-five nercent of the
sopulation wee mtive Kpsekie, the Lademe Welng made up of Russians, Ukrainians
and miscellaneous groups, including about three thousand Chinese.

2. The Chin“se were an uneducated group and vere muinly in Alwa Ata as the

“ssall o Se et labor resruitment in Chima, There had been numerous

illcgui border crossings by Chimese up ustil 1949. The Soviet border control 25X1
more or less :li.. . their ~yes to the crossings. Then, too, the recruiting
of labor % -oe Soviets im Chimese border provinces was carried on un-
of:iciallv - ¢ the Chinese were told they would have no trouble crossing
into K-ra'™, ., indicating that tho recruiters haé some undsrstanding with
border conirol officials. Some Chisese were ewployed in nearby coal mines,
Some in picking and crating of apples but the mjority drifted intc a

living by tleir wits™ extstense, Buring and immediately after World Sar IT
tmprmmcwnmmmxutm, seeming to kave a kmack
for cttaining scarce items. Duriag the war {and after) many wre released
mmmmmwmummmumam.
Usually baving no identification, the comsular offices isswed pessports to
these peonle. Soms held both Chinese and Boviet passporis, probadbly vribing
some official to get the lattar. However, Soviet passports, visas and
1dentity cards were bard to obtain by bribery; but resident permits and per-
mliutomnhotbrm“ummumm-oney. Id
not believe any of the Chimese residents in the ares have any fixed political
principles. They are chareacterized Uy iheir lsck of ieadership, organization
and commmnity 1ife,

3. mcm-mmmmuhnntbmmumwcm.

’ Bowever, the Soviet awthorities wowld 20t 1s0ue exit visas. It was believed
tuutmnmucm-nmm-. Teturn 40 Chimm and tell the
m«mnmummm.m for they were Yitter-
1y anti-Commnistic. Maxy were ia the positiom or haviag lost their Chipese
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citizenship and had no desire for Soviet citizenship. They bad no privileges
of education, food rations, clothing rations. They were forced to live in
restricted areas of the city. They were denied public temples for worship.
As & result they vere, and Provably still are, men without a country.,

4. The Kazakh native is basically anti-Russisn and anti-Soviet. Bowever, Soviet
authorities have propugandized-Soviet-Kazakh “friendship® a great desl. They
placed Xagakhs in the top positions of importance, but the mative knows that
Soviet "advisors" are the real administrative officials. As of 1949 the
Kazakh wvag antagonistic despite much attention guven to “friendship® by the
Soviets. The Commnist ideology has penetrated deeply in Kazakhstan and the
younger generation has been thoroughly indoctrinated. Soviet pressures plus
the weaknesses of the Moslea religion, the religion of the natives s permitted
the Communists to entrench themselves deeply. The anti Communist, anti-Soviet

25X1 + _Teeling is kept ve by the ves in the age group of 40 and older,

25X1 this. group spoke frankly of their anti Communist senti-
ments . never heard of any active or passive resistance. Prior to

25X1 1939-40 there was resistance. Armed bandits roamed the area, Active resis-
tance to collectivization of the land Vas present. However, police control

25X1 was increased and resistance disappeared.

5. Agriculture is the main occupation of Alms Ata, the main form being apple
Broving, Alms Ats has long been kmown for its spple orcbards, the name Alma
Ata itself meaning "the grandfather of the spple”. The orchards are loceted
on the hillsides throughout ihe district of Alss Ats.  Other wain crops are
cotton, tobacco, wheat s -sugar beets. However, vext to the apple crop, live-
stock (sheep and piga)éa nost important, Kmzakhstan being one of the lesding
livestock producing areas in the Soviet. The gotton grown there is of an
excellont qualit: It was not processed at Alma Ata, but wes shipped to the
west. There was a tobacco processing plant at Alma Ata. A11 in all , the area
was excellent for agriculiure., Tha valieys were well irrigated by mountain
streans, . . :

c. Around 1949 there were scme new copper deposits located near Alme Ata and alsc
some magnesium. To. the north, towards Kareganda, there ars large cqali deposits,
in fact the area jie reg . led as the third largest deposit , of broum: cpel.i:The

| wountain rivers provided a good source of electric pover uear Alme pta. There
wac & weil develcped electric net throughcut the aree which lent ‘teelf to
industria’ develcpment to the north. .

T. Hig‘"&a.ys Were generally of very foor qualﬁ:y and céndition, "As an example,
the road from Alma Ata to the airport was about eight km long, however only
tWo Or the¢ km were Paved. ' Usually highwaye were dirt, .

8. Alms atu was . 2rved in 1949 bEkwe:wi¥kines plus military sercplanes. One
line wa. the Almm Ate-Mescov run operating on & schedule of one aeroplane
every cther day. Regular pasienger type aeroplapes with two engines vere used.
A second air line provided service between Alws Ata and Hami [Qomal, 4P North
93° East/ in Sinkieng Province. The trip tock about eight hours snd was made
by small one-engine aeroplanes - carryling from two to six passengers.  The line
was owped by a joint Soviet-Chinese compary and cpersted on a .scheduled basis.
Some military equipment and pexsonnel moved in and out of Alms Ats but on the
whole there was very little aiy traffic, oo Lo

S, There was a central telephone and telegraph systen f .use. A few

25X1 official agencies utilized a_dial system telephoue. @it had Pive
. digits. Underground cables were laid in the ¢ ty after World War II by
Japanese prisoners of war. Outside the city cables and vires were strung on
Poles. Redio receivers vere scarce in the city. Occasiooally | |sme11, .
cheap and veak sets for sale in the etores. Most all official buildings had
25X1 loudspeakers installed for the workers and there were public speakers spotted
on the atreets. The WAL Vas on group listening. The Chinese Consular
Office hei a poverfu) reteIWr and ve were sble to listen freely to all
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25X1 programs. Jamming was very intense, however. While J

progran wa3 being broadcast the jamming wes contimuous.
would znote intensive Jjamming over a period of 12 hours. Both Chinese and Russian
25X1 ‘broadcasts would be jemmed. |  |not recall the frequencies jammed nor
the origin tut beemn or the intensity believe 1t eumted from the
1ocal radio auﬁ(m»

Y-

10. 'me -Jouty of houses in and arocund Alma Ats were of log construction a.nd
of one-femily type. Eowever, two and more families liwed in each. Only
officials occupied private residences. In 1949 the housing roblem vas very

25X1 -acute. ' A living ‘sps-e of 12 ft: d bave six tdi eight people,
sleeping in double deck beds. in 1949 120 new construction for -

25X1 housing was undervay. Top priorities on construction meterials went to industry.
For example,-a factory it Alma Ata which made equipnent was

25X1 greatly enlarged during and éfter World Wer II. it haéd been converted
into & plant for mili vehicles.

25X1 ’ nev ra oad con-

25X1 e

25X1

25X1

1l. BSanitation conditiens in Alms Ata were very bad. The -majority of houses do
not have vater piped inside nor imside plumbing. - Water pumps were scattered
throughout :the city for public use. The Chinese Consular Office, for exsmple,
had no vater. There wvas a central sewage system in the center of the city
only. The balance of:ihe city relied on ocutdcor toilets vhich were emptied
mhmkby.cmoﬂ’mhon.

12. Dysemtery vas a nry prevalent dueuo. Typhus broke out portouuuy and
syphold fever, to a lesser-sxtent. Tuberculosis was very common. There were
tm.ihup:l.hh in the city for the pudlic plus & large govermment hospital

<or govermment persomnei only and a hospital for contagious diseases. ' The ‘
public rosvitals were eitremely dirty. Conditions were. hﬂmlq Equipment i
WS VeTY P00T;-sSUPplies -were very scarce «nd the porcoml uih"hihhtomud
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